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On March 30, two University 
Senate committees reached the 
finish line of marathon delibera-
tions to redefine academic titles 
and career paths at the Medical 

Center and to set boundaries for consensual roman-
tic or sexual relations between students and their 
academic supervisors.  In neither case did the Senate 
have a full picture of the measure it was approving.

The Senate also began discussion of student 
proposals to publish course evaluations within the 
University and to enable senators to communicate 
directly with the people who elected them by email.

While the previous policy on consensual relations 
merely advised faculty to avoid them, the new one 
actually prohibits such relations if a faculty member 
has any of nine specific academic relationships with 
students. These include teaching them in a class or 
independently, mentoring or advising them, and 
grading or otherwise evaluating or recommending 
them. The policy also requires faculty who are al-
ready sexually involved with a student to cut all nine 
of these academic ties. 

English professor Jenny Davidson, co-chair of the 
Commission on the Status of Women, presented the 
policy, which was co-sponsored by Student Affairs 
and Faculty Affairs. The main drafter, Associate Pro-
vost for Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Susan Rieger, had begun work on the new policy in 
2006 and had run a gauntlet of consultations with 
groups inside the Senate and out. But Sen. Ronald 
Mann (Ten., Law) announced on the floor that some 
Law School colleagues had reservations about the 
language. Without discussing the criticisms, the Sen-
ate followed President Lee Bollinger’s suggestion and 
voted without dissent to approve the sense of the 
policy and revisit the language later. 

For the CUMC academic titles, Sen. Alice Prince 
(Ten., P&S) approached the lectern to report for 
Faculty Affairs on the group’s extensive deliberations 
with P&S Vice Dean for Academic Affairs Anne Tay-
lor. Those discussions led to agreements to review the 
new system in three years and to set up a grievance 
procedure for faculty who are not promoted in the 
new tracks. But Prince never spoke. The president 

called for an immediate vote, without discussion. The 
Senate unanimously approved the proposal, and the 
president left the meeting.

There was no pressure to rush discussion of the 
course evaluations proposal, which “encourages” all 
Columbia schools to establish open (but Columbia 
password-protected) student evaluations. The pre-
senters—student senators Alex Frouman (Columbia 
College), Sara Snedeker (Barnard) and Ryan Turner 
(SEAS graduate student)—argued that several of 
Columbia’s peer institutions, as well as its own Law, 
Business and International Affairs schools, already 
have open evaluations, with procedures for  flagging 
inappropriate comments, and have not reported 
major abuses. 

Several faculty members objected to the propos-
al. Sen. Graciela Chichilnisky (Ten. A&S/Social Sci-
ences) said student evaluators should identify them-
selves to make the process fairer. Otherwise they 
will be tempted to write anonymous “junk” on the 
Internet. Sens. Bette Gordon (NT, Arts) and Marilyn 
Ivy (Ten., A&S/Social Sciences) said that publishing 
course evaluations will undermine the valuable con-
tribution that confidential evaluations can make for 
teacher performance, and that student evaluations 
are also subject to serious ethnic and gender bias. 
The Senate has scheduled an additional town hall 
meeting on course evaluations on April 11 and may 
vote on the Student Affairs resolution at its last ple-
nary on April 27.  

Structure and Operations chair Ron Mazor (Stu., 
Law) presented a draft resolution to allow senators 
to communicate with their constituents by email 
about essential Senate business. He said the com-
mittee would offer detailed protocols in a revised 
resolution for action on April 27.

Anyone with CUID is welcome at that meeting. 
Most plenary documents are available on the Web, 
at www.columbia.edu/cu/senate.

     
Tom Mathewson is manager of the University 
Senate. His column is editorially independent of  
The Record. For more information about the Senate, 
go to www.columbia.edu/cu/senate.
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SENATE APPROVES NEW FACULTY TITLES FOR 
CUMC, RESTRICTS CONSENSUAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN FACULTY AND STUDENTS
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WHO SHE IS: Academic Department Administrator, 
Music

YEARS AT COLUMBIA: 16

WHAT SHE DOES: Anne Gefell manages the De-
partment of Music’s office and its staff of four 
in Dodge Hall. On any given day, she handles 
payroll, talks with prospective students and 
their parents, troubleshoots technology issues 
in the classrooms, investigates leaks and other 
building problems, and interviews candidates 
for staff and work-study positions in the depart-
ment. As the academic year winds down, Gefell 
is already busy preparing next year’s budgets, 
pre-registration and courses, and monitoring 
the faculty hiring processes.  

Gefell is also a part of the seven-member 
steering committee of academic department ad-
ministrators of Arts & Sciences at the University. 
And she manages the Alice M. Ditson Fund, a 
grant program that supports performances and 
recordings of works by American composers, 
and sits on the advisory board of the depart-
ment’s journal, Current Musicology. Founded in 
1965, it is the oldest musicology journal run by 
graduate students in the country. 

BEST PART OF THE JOB: Gefell grew up around mu-
sic and the arts. Her mother was a singer and 
music teacher who also played the violin, and 
Gefell sang, played the harp and piano, and 
acted in high school plays. “This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to support dedicated students 
of music, and it’s broadened my appreciation of 
the arts,” she said.  

ROAD TO COLUMBIA: Gefell, 56, grew up in Roches-
ter, N.Y. and received a B.A. honors degree in so-
cial behavior at Queens University in Ontario in 
1978. She worked in social services and then en-
vironmental research along the Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence River, where her parents owned 
a cottage. In 1978, Gefell co-founded Save the 
River, an organization that protects the Upper 

St. Lawrence River, and served on its board for 
11 years. After moving to New York City in 1985, 
she reinvented herself as an administrative as-
sistant at law firms and investment banks. In 
1995, she joined Columbia’s Center for Oral 
History and two years later became the music 
department’s graduate student coordinator. She 
has been the department’s academic adminis-
trator since 2007.

MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT: In September 2001, 
Gefell was asked to participate in Professor Ian 
Bent’s Sonic Glossary project—an online re-
source that explains music through voice, pho-
tos, graphics and song. Gefell was to read a part 
in Arnold Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire: The 
Melodramas in the Computer Music Center’s re-
cording studio in Prentis Hall. Days after the ter-
rorist attacks, the show went on. Gefell initially 
felt “disrespectful for doing something fun,” she 
confessed. “But it turned out to be cathartic. We 
needed to continue on, and this was an oppor-
tunity to create art and support one another.”

IN HER SPARE TIME: Gefell, who has taken gradu-
ate courses in American Studies at Columbia 
and lives in Morningside Heights, sings soprano 
in two community choirs and helps coordinate 
the Red Harlem Readers, a literary group that 
performs every Sunday at Indian Café on Broad-
way and 108th Street. 

Her family still owns that cottage on the St. 
Lawrence, which the avid swimmer visits fre-
quently with her five siblings and their spouses 
and 14 nieces and nephews. In the 1980s, she 
rowed 150 miles down the river to draw aware-
ness to its damaged ecosystem. In a related 
project, she created an oral history project and 
photo essay—River Recollections: Portraits of 
Life Along the St. Lawrence River in the 20th 
Century—that was exhibited at MoMA P.S. 1 and 
wasn later published by Cornell University.

—By Meghan Berry

development, so I know it’s been in-
credible for them, as students, to put 
all their knowledge to practical use,” 
said Mittan. 

The Columbia students’ findings 
and recommendations, which will 
incorporate fundraising goals for 
the school’s annual fund, parents’ 
association and teaching assistant-
ships, in addition to the rooftop 
project, will be presented to the P.S. 

84 community in May.
“What we’re doing aligns perfectly 

with our school’s mission to ‘trans-
form knowledge and understanding 
in service of the greater good,’” said 
Lucas Rubin, who oversees both the 
fundraising and landscape programs 
at Continuing Education. “We’ve in-
tegrated disparate fields in the name 
of the greater good, and it’s happened 
organically.”
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art of the question, possessed of a spir-
it of generosity grounded in the will-
ingness to be helpful to the careers of 
his students and his colleagues.”

Gardner is exceedingly modest in 
the face of such testimonials. “I hope 
the seminar helped at least a little 
bit in encouraging them to pursue 
public service and pointed them in 
the directions in which they’re now 
serving,” he says. 

Gardner doesn’t know how many 
students he assisted in their profes-
sional development, but admits that 
the number is satisfyingly large. He 
notes the guidance he received from 
a long string of professors dating back 
to his undergraduate years at Harvard 
in the late 1940s. He also attended 
Yale Law School and was a Rhodes 
scholar at Oxford University. “If I have 
been helpful to students as a career 
counselor and mentor,” he says, “it is 
partly because I was the beneficiary 
of some valuable mentoring myself 
when I was starting out.”

In the winter of 1951, Gardner 
says he “fell under the spell of a very 
special mentor—Eleanor Roosevelt.” 

It was the former first lady, whom he 
got to know while profiling her for 
The New York Times Magazine, who 
taught him that free trade some-
times needs to be balanced against 
social considerations—especially a 
concern for the poor and disadvan-
taged. “It was a magical interlude for 
me and a lesson I have always tried 
to remember,” he says.

Gardner’s teaching career was in-
terrupted only by a series of govern-
ment appointments including his am-
bassadorships to Italy (1977 to 1981) 
and Spain (1993 to 1997). But it was 
always to teaching that he returned, 
deriving unique joy from his role as 
student advocate and counselor. Each 
year he would sort through 80 appli-
cations for the 20 available places in 
his Legal Aspects seminar, struggling 
to winnow the field. 

Not long ago, he recently recalled, 
he faced a particularly impressive 
group. That year “was the best group 
ever, and I told the students, ‘I’m 
glad I’m teaching the class, because I 
don’t think I could have been admit-
ted to it in competition with you.’”
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